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SECRET KABUL 4803 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, AE, UK, UN, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE METHOD TO LIBERATE AEGHAN POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

REE: A) SECSTATE 146488; B) LONDON 8986; 

C) SECSTATE 143749; D) KABUL 4712; E) TEHRAN 5600 

1 . DURING MY FAREWELL CALL ON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER AMIN ON JUNE 12, 1 TOLD HIM THAT 

1 HAD BEEN INFORMED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HIS DISCUSSION 
WITH ASST. SECRETARY SAUNDERS IN NEW YORK ABOUT THE 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN BEING HELD IN PROTECTIVE CUSTODY. 

I TOLD HIM THAT, AS A RESULT OF HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
WILLINGNESS TOALLOW THESE PERSONS TO BE RELEASED IF SOMEBODY 
WOULD TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEM, U.S. GOVERNMENT 
WAS NOW EXPLORING HOW THIS MIGHT BE DONE. 

ONE POSSIBILITY WAS VIA SOME INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION. I ANTICIPATED THE EMBASSY WOULD SHORTLY 
BE RECEIVING INFORMATION OR INSTRUCTIONS ON THIS AND 
WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH HIM. IT WAS POSSIBLE, TOO, 

I SAID, THAT OTHER CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS WOULD BE 
CONTACTING HIM ALSO. MR. AMIN NODDED HIS HEAD, 
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SAYING HE UNDERSTOOD. HE ADDED THAT THE DRA COULD 
ONLY RELEASE THESE PEOPLE TO LIVE OUTSIDE AFGHANISTAN. 

I THINK OUR EXCHANGE CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE DRA 
IS OPEN TO AN INITIATIVE BY EITHER A FOREIGN GOVERN- 
MENT OR AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION TO RESOLVE THIS 
DETAINEE PROBLEM. 
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2. I HOPE WE, IN COORDINATION IE NECESSARY WITH THE 
BRITISH, CAN NOW MOVE PROMPTLY TO APPROACH THE ICRC AND/OR 
UNHCR AS RECOMMENDED IN REE D. WE HAVE JUST LEARNED 

THAT THE EAMILIES OE THE DETAINEES HAVE BEEN PREVENTED EROM 
TAKING EOOD TO THE PRISON, A PRACTICE WHICH HAD EARLIER BERN 
ALLOWED. ALSO, THERE ARE REPORTS OP ILLNESS AMONG THE 
DETAINEES. IN SHORT, TIME'S A'WASTING. 

3. FOR TEHRAN: REF PARA 2, TEHRAN 5600, WHAT I HAVE 
RECOMMENDED IS THAT WE GET THE ICRC OR UNHCR TO SEND 
SOMEONE TO KABUL TO WORK ON HOW MANY OP THE DETAINEES 
MIGHT BE MOVED WHERE. I HAVE AVOIDED TELLING ANY OF 
THE APFECTED APGHAN EAMILIES ABOUT THIS SCHEME BECAUSE 
I DO NOT WISH TO RAISE HOPES WHICH MIGHT LATER BE 
DASHED. I SUGGEST YOU TELL MALIKYAR THAT WE ARE WORKING 
ON THE SITUATION, BUT THAT IT IS TOO EARLY TO KNOW 
WHETHER WE WILL IN THE END BE ABLE TO HELP. PLEASE 

GIVE MY REGARDS, THANK HIM POR HIS MESSAGE, AND 
TELL HIM HE AND HIS PAMILY ARE CONSTANTLY IN OUR 
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS. 

ELIOT 
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